IN GREAT BRITAIN, outside the universities, there is a great variety of higher education, provided mainly by local education authorities in technical, commercial, and art colleges. These colleges offer courses leading to a wide range of qualifications ranging from external university degrees and the highest technological awards to craftsmen's certificates. In the year 1962-63 there were about one hundred fifty-eight thousand full-time students and about one and one-half million parttime students at technical and commercial colleges. Nearly a million other students attended evening institutes. The great and continuing expansion of technical education springs from the White Paper of 1956 1 which resulted in a building program in 1956-1961 of nearly £100 million.
Colleges are organized in four broad groups:
1. Local colleges (350) provide mainly part-time courses leading directly to craftsman and technician qualifications such as Ordinary National Certificates (ONC); 2. Area colleges ( 165) provide also some advanced courses from two to four years' duration for students starting at the age of eighteen or nineteen and leading to Higher National Certificates (HNC) and Diplomas (HND); 3. Regional colleges ( 25) cover wider geographical areas than the local and area colleges and do a substantial amount of advanced work, including external degrees, chiefly in science and technologies; ( 10) concentrate entirely on advanced work, including postgraduate and research work. The recent report of the Robbins Committee 2 has recommended that these colleges of advanced technology (CAT) should be designated as independent technological universities, with power to award both first and higher degrees.
Colleges of advanced technology
COURSES AT TECHNICAL COLLEGES Courses are extremely diverse. The largest group of students . attending colleges (over five hundred thirty thousand in 1962-63 3 ) are young employees released by their employers, usually one day a week. A wide variety of craft courses is available. Courses of a more professional character, suitable for technicians or for those who aim ultimately at membership in a professional institution are also provided, leading to national certificates approved by joint committees representative of the Ministry of Education and the appropriate professional body (such as the Institution of Mining Engineers) . These courses are at two levels: leading to the Ordinary National Certificate (ONC) and after a further two years' study to the Higher National Certificate (HNC). The latter qualification is gen-2 Committee on Higher Education, Report of the Committee Appointed by the Prime Minister under the Chairmanship of Lord Robbins, 1961 -69, Cmd. 2154 (HMSO, 1963 .
3 Ministry of Education, Statistics of Education, Part 2: 1962 ( HMSO, 1963 . erally considered to reach a level corresponding to a pass degree in the subject concerned.
Full-time courses are taken by an increasing number of young people at technical colleges (over one hundred forty thousand in 1962-63). The most important group take advanced courses leading to London University external degrees, Higher National Diplomas (HND)-awarded by joint committees in the same way as Higher National Certificates-or to the Diploma in Technology (Dip. Tech.) which is equivalent in standard to a university honors degree.
Many colleges also run general education courses for the General Certificate of Education (awarded at two levels, ordinary ( 0) and advanced (A) ) , as well as postgraduate studies, and a large number of specialized short courses for senior technical staffs engaged in industry.
The great flexibility in technical college courses in effect provides alternative routes for young people to attain uniyersity degrees or their equivalents apart from attendance at university.
SURVEY OF CATALOGING PRACTICE IN TECHNICAL COLLEGE LIBRARIES
The recent expansion referred to above in technical colleges has been reflected in the large number of colleges inaugurating library services during the last eight years. It was not, for example, till 1957 that the Ministry of Education issued any official pronouncement 4 about the role that such libraries should play or the standards of accommodation and service suitable for them. Hence in mid-1963, the author, finding very little on the subject in the professional literature, thought it would be of general interest to form some sort of picture of current practice in cataloging in technical college libraries. It was therefore decided to investigate by questionnaire (perhaps inevitably), and 112 copies were circulated-to roughly a fifth of the total number of colleges-with an invitation to take part in the survey. Fiftyseven questionnaires were returned and on these an interim report was based. What follows has been largely drawn from the report. 5 Fifty-six colleges are in England, and one is in Scotland. The geographical distribution is fairly even except for a slight concentration in the northeast. The types of college were as follows.
Local 13 Area 33
Re~onal 9 Colleges of Advanced Technology 2
The questions asked ranged over most aspects of cataloging, although some attempt was made to make answering as simple as possible (e.g., by deleting alternatives), and it was perhaps as long as one could expect the patience of very busy people to bear with. Most colleges answered all questions; a few colleges left one or other section unanswered (which explains why totality is not achieved in all of the tabulated answers) .
Two factors were used in assessing the size of the colleges in the sample: (a) by number of full-time staff; (b) by number of students. Respondents were asked to give some estimate of how the readers used the catalog: whether subject approach was more usual than author approach, or viceversa.
Preferred Approach
By author/title By subject . Both
10 10
Three examples of title pages were given and respondents were asked to give the main heading they would choose for each example. Two examples were sticky corporate entry problems; the third a problem in title-or-author entry. The examples were taken from the minutes of the fifty-sixth meeting of the Association of Research Libraries (January 29, 1961, pp.30-31) . In an age of unit entry, such problems may seem to be largely illusory, but it seemed interesting to discover what degree of similitude would exist between ~ibraries working by the same code. Moreover, a plethora of added entries may be said to be somewhat uneconomical. Results, detailed below, were remarkably diverse in example no. 1, but largely consistent for the other two examples. The question asked about the cost of cataloging and the time spent on cataloging did not produce much usable information, although in subsequent correspondence, Frank C. A dey, chief librarian of the Leicester Colleges of Art and Technology, states that the college's school of business and management studies has conducted a "somewhat superficial investigation" into staffing required for the treatment of new materials and their finding is that from selection to shelf takes on the average rather forty-five minutes per book, the greater part of which, of course, is nonprofessional time--although much depended on the view taken of catalog checking and on catalog card filing.
In the meantime, however, it is fairly obvious that for the work they are trying to do most colleges are understaffing their libraries; this appears to be borne out by the fact that only four colleges in the sample had a staff greater than five. The widespread use of the AA code (and the Dewey Decimal Classification) suggests a strong public library tradition-public library staffs have, of course, provided the chief source of recruitment for technical college libraries. That many libraries too employ "chain indexing" in their catalog work might suggest the influence of British library schools.
• •
CoNCLUSION
The above account is intended to be mainly descriptive of a scene which has not been charted before. It gives a reasonably representative picture of what is going on in technical college libraries at present. Other lines of investigation could perhaps delve deeper into certain aspects, e.g., the kind and amount of instruction that readers receive in the use of the catalog, and its effect.
410

Building Materials
PHOTOGRAPHS of fourteen new college and university library buildings, which were among thirty-three award-winners in 1963 and 1964 Buildings Award programs, are included in a New Libraries display available from the American Institute of Architects, Dept. E., 1735 New York Ave., N.W., Washington, D.c.· 20006. Twenty-four 30" x 30" panels of heavy card stock present 122 photographs and explanatory text. Each package also contains six copies of a folder providing background information. Additional copies of the folder may be obtained free of charge from AlA by purchasers of the displays. Cost of the display package is $30 each, express collect.
To aid librarians and architects in the process of building new college and university libraries, the Library Administration Division of ALA maintains a collection of floor plans, photographs, slides, and statistical data on college and university library buildings recently constructed, available through interlibrary loan. Size of collection and student body should be stated when requesting. Single copies are available, without charge, of lists of suggested consultants and architects who have designed library buildings, of recently completed library buildings, and bibliographies on various aspects of college and university library planning. Inquiries should be sent to the Library Administration Division, ALA headquarters.
Planning Library Buildings for Service-the proceedings of the 1961 Building and Equipment Institute, edited by Harold L. Roth, is now available at $3.75 per copy from the ALA Publishing Department, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago 60611. So also is Problems in Planning Library Facilities, the proceedings of the 1963 Building Institute, edited by William A. Katz and Roderick G. Swartz, at $4.25 per copy.
